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Background on the C 
programming language

• Was developed by Bell Labs in the 
early 1970s

• Is a mid-level language

• Is compiled from source code



Creating the source code file
• Create the file program.c

• Open the file in a text editor in order to write 
the program



The Compiler
• The compiler takes the source code and 
translates it so the computer can understand it

• After compiling the source code, an executable 
file is created

• Unless you specify a name for the .exe file, 
the default is a.exe



The Code
•The C code you write is called the Syntax
• Syntax is a mixture of keywords, constants 
and variables, and operators
• Keep in mind that C is case sensitive

+ (addition), & (the 
operator’s address)
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Int, for, return

operators

Constants 
and variables

keywords



The Traditional First Program



Now you that you have your source code written 
just compile it and run…
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